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Chapter to balancing the import of various expositions by diffe-
rent schools of the texts which bear on this point. He seems
rather to enjoy alarming home-bred English readers by inclin-
ing the weight of authorities towards the conclusion that a war
of extermination is a necessary act of faith. But, on the
other hand, Syud Ahmed, in a series of letters published in
India in 1872, undertook to demonstrate that the duty of
Jihad, or religious war, is not at all imposed on Mahomedans
by their actual relations with the English in India, and that
Dr. Hunter's inferences from the Koran and its commentaries
are overstrained and even quite unwarranted. He maintains,
moreover,, that the Futwas, or authoritative decisions which
declare that Indian ilusalmans are in no way bound to rebel,
were not elicited by the anxiety of the Musalmans to relieve
tender consciences or doubts as to their dut3r, but by the con-
stant suggestions and nervous fancies of the English, who
pressed the point upon them, until they were obliged to set
themselves right before the world. - And we see how this
explanation becomes probable, when we find Colonel Lees
telling us in one of his Times Letters * how he argued the. case
of the Indian Muslim in solemn earnest with the Sheikh-ul-
ilam at Cairo, each disputant brandishing his own text; one
being, ** Kill them wherever you find them ; ** the other, " Ye
are in no wise bound to rush upon your own destruction/* Of
course the result of setting flat against each other a negative
and a positive command like these was to produce a dead-lock,
a logical stalemate ; but such games hare no influence on the
real business of the world. Fanaticism is the steel point of
the spear-head, but cool and wary people take care how they
brandish the weapon; and no one risks his life on a text,
unless it fits in generally with his own views and calculations,
and justifies what is otherwise convenient and opportune. AH
the debaters admit that in practice no body of Mahomedans is
likely to be driven into hopeless revolt by an ecclesiastical
decision, as if execution followed a decree of the Sheikhs against
a formidable government as necessarily as it follows a judgment
of the Privy Council against heretical clerks.

* P. 7 of tfce pampblet.